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Morello  Quarter, Phase II  

East Croydon 

Tender Brief for Public Art  

 

This project is financed by Menta, a joint venture between Menta, Mitsubishi Estate London and 

Europa Capital. 

 

Tender Brief to appoint an artist or art/design collaborative team to create designs using colour, 

materials and texture for the public realm of Morello Quarter, phase II  East Croydon (Morello II). 

Fabrication/production will be managed by the site project management team in collaboration with 

the artist/collaborative group.  Design opportunities exist for the following elements:  

 

¶ Plaza entrance to the development: design a decorative finish or cladding to the six Hostile 

Vehicle Management (HVM) cubes 

¶ Lift elevation: create an eye-catching design to assist with wayfinding and draw people from 

the plaza to the lift, upwards and across the new link bridge into East Croydon station  

¶ Single storey brick building: design one or several of the facades to create focal interest. 

(One side of this building will be used as a childrenôs climbing wall). 

¶ ñPocket Parkò: create a welcoming visual identity to encourage use of this new garden space 

¶ Temporary glass stair balustrade screens: create designs to be temporarily applied 

(approximately 5 years) to the glass screens to the link bridge (subject to National Rail 

consent) 

¶ Imaginative ideas/designs for secure bicycle racks 

 

Expressions of Interest are invited from experienced and  suitably qualified artists or design teams 

to develop new public artwork for the Morello II development in East Croydon.  

 

The total budget available for the design phase is £25,000+VAT. The budget includes all design 

fees, time, travel expenses, materials for maquettes, and all costs associated with public and 

stakeholder engagements. During the fabrication process, the artist(s) will be invited to 

collaborate with the siteôs project management team to fabricate the designs at the developerôs 

cost.  

The deadline for Expressions of Interest is Wednesday 13th April 2022 at 12 noon. 

Applicants are requested to read the full content of this document carefully as it contains details 

pertaining to all stages of the commission. 

Please note that all submissions should be emailed to morello@artprojectsltd.com. All applications will be 

acknowledged within 72 hours of receipt. If you have not received acknowledgement within this timeframe 

please call Samantha Twomey, Art Projects Management Ltd 00 44 7956 858870.  
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1. APPLICATION PROCESS 

 

Stage 1: Expressions of Interest 

Expressions of Interest are sought from artists (or a team of collaborating artists) to design public art 

within the public realm of Morello II, East Croydon. Shortlisting will  be based on the information 

provided in Appendix A (pages 25-27) using the Evaluation Criteria set out in Appendix B (page 28).  

 

The deadline for receipt of Expressions of Interest is Wednesday 13th April at 12 noon.  

 

The Selection Panel will consider submissions received by this deadline and select up to six 

artists/teams to go forward to Stage 2 of this process. 

 

Stage 2: Concept Art Proposals 

From the Expressions of Interest, up to six artists/teams will be invited to present their concept 

proposals for this project to the Selection Panel (to include one member of Croydonôs Placemaking 

Team). Proposals to include: a portfolio of previous work; concept design sketches or digital 

visualisations and/or a model of the concept for public art; an explanation of how the concept relates 

to the context of Morello IIôs development and the broader, diverse character and heritage (built, 

natural, social and cultural) of East Croydon; a method statement describing how the artist/team plan 

to approach the process of design and collaboration with the siteôs project management team during 

fabrication and installation; and consideration of maintenance requirements and material lifespans. 

 

The artist/team must demonstrate how the work can be implemented within the allocated budget  and 

details of the anticipated duration of the project with estimated delivery timescales allocated to 

research and design, with meaningful public engagement to be embedded throughout the proposed 

programme. The Selection Panel aims to select one to three artist/team(s) to undertake individual 

elements of design or undertake all of the design opportunities for public art. Artists to be provided 

with £500 per artist/team to develop their proposals. 

Proposals from shortlisted artists/teams to be submitted to morello@artprojectsltd.com by 

Monday 13th June, 12 noon. 

 

The Selection Panel will consider submissions received by this deadline and select one or two 

artists/teams to go forward to Stage 3 of this process. 

 

Stage 3: Detailed Public Art Proposals 

The selected artists/teams will prepare detailed design plans for review by the Selection Panel.  

Menta reserves the right to terminate the commissioning process prior to Contracts being issued.  

 

Presentation(s) of detailed designs will take place on Wednesday 5th October 2022.  

 

 

  

mailto:morello@artprojectsltd.com
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2. CONTEXT & BACKGROUND  

 

2.1 CONTEXT 

Croydon is undergoing an exciting transformation and is well on its way to becoming a modern European 

city. As Londonôs ñGrowth Boroughò, Croydon forms a strategic centre in the London Plan, and is 

attracting leading companies to locate their headquarters here. It is forecast that this growth will create 

more than 23,000 new jobs and 9,500 new homes. Croydon has outstanding transport links to central 

London, Gatwick, Heathrow, the M25 and south coast, an increasing number of affordable homes to buy 

and rent, and new cafes and restaurants catering to a new generation of residents.  

Urban regeneration specialist Menta Regeneration is working with Mitsubishi Estate and Europa Capital 

on the Morello Quarter Phase II  development, East Croydon. Ove the last six years the team has been 

working with the London Borough of Croydon and key stakeholders to deliver the major regeneration that 

will transform Croydon into a 21st century city.  

As part of the Councilôs East Croydon Masterplan that guides the future growth and development of the 

wider area, the Morello Masterplan has already delivered over 330 new homes and includes a landscaped 

ócaf® cultureô public piazza, flexible community and small business space, on a gateway site next to East 

Croydon train station. Morello Phase II  is a residential-led development located on Cherry Orchard Road. 

It will deliver 445 new homes including 107 affordable dwellings. The development will complete the 

public East Croydon pedestrian bridge link that will provide a much-desired connection between central 

Croydon, with all its shops, facilities and transport links, and the Addiscombe community. This project is a 

key element in the ñnew Croydonò, turning an underdeveloped and largely derelict site into a sustainable 

and innovative space that will integrate and regenerate East Croydon and its surroundings.  

 

2.2 BACKGROUND, PUBLIC ART STRATEGY  

In August 2019 Menta commissioned a Public Art Strategy for Morello Quarter Phase II. The Strategy was 

developed as part of Mentaôs long-term investment in East Croydon to bring creative, cultural and 

economic benefits to the area. The Strategy seeks to connect the new development with the surrounding 

communities. It is the result of consultation with the joint venture team, local schools and a range of local 

individuals and historical research of the site. The Strategy aims to ensure that the arts make a positive and 

cohesive contribution to the character and identity of the development enabling wayfinding and linking the 

interconnecting pathways throughout the site and beyond. 

The Public Art Strategy seeks to create a unique sense of identity and positive placemaking throughout the 

development with a series of permanently embedded public artworks that connect the entrances/exits and 

delineate the developmentôs footprint.  

The Strategy aims to celebrate the siteôs historic context as a Cherry Market/Fair and build on the areaôs 

unique built, social and diverse cultural heritage. The artistic interpretation of this theme may take a 

variety of forms such as (yet not limited to) conceptual, abstract or figurative creations. (Please refer to the 

draft Croydon Collection document on page 31 which outlines criteria for public art in the public realm).  

The Strategy sees the role of the artist as a critical and creative catalyst within the process of urban design 

and as a creator of high quality, equitable and inclusive places within the public realm.  For the urban 

dweller and visitor alike, art in the public realm can be an inspiring source of relevance, meaning and 

encourage pleasurable and unpredictable encounters.  
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The Strategy seeks to meet the ambitions of Croydon Council for access and inclusion to equitable and 

exemplary public realm, and democratic and inclusive access to public art and culture. It appreciates that 

the audience at railway stations and mixed-use developments is diverse. The Strategy aims to provide 

unique access to contemporary art by bringing art outside the traditional confines of museums and 

galleries and it aims to provide unique opportunities for artists to work in new unchartered places. 

 

The Tender Brief represents the aspirations and current scope of work for public art within the scheme and 

it provides opportunities for diverse and meaningful public participation. For the purposes of this 

document ñthe artsò has been defined as visual arts permanently embedded into the public realm.  

 

Public art objectives for this project: 

¶ To identify and celebrate the unique site-specific qualities of the location, historically, physically, 

socially and culturally 

¶ Engage, inspire and stimulate meaningful involvement with diverse audiences. This can take the 

form of co-design and co-production methodologies and should be embedded throughout all stages 

of the project programme 

¶ Create inclusive and equitable places for residents to dwell and for the public to visit 

¶ Establish a reputation for high quality public art 

¶ Positively contribute to the process of placemaking and regeneration 

¶ To foster and contribute to building capacity in local creative communities.  

3. ARTISTôS BRIEF 

 

Theme: Cherry Orchard Road, East Croydon, Past, Present, Future 

Opportunities exist to: 

¶ Plaza entrance to the development: design a decorative finish or cladding to the six Hostile 

Vehicle Management (HVM) cubes 

¶ Lift elevation: create an eye-catching design to assist with wayfinding and draw people from 

the plaza to the lift, upwards and across the new link bridge into East Croydon station  

¶ Single storey brick building: design one or several of the facades to create focal interest. 

(One side of this building will be used as a childrenôs climbing wall). 

¶ ñPocket Parkò: create a welcoming visual identity to encourage use of this new garden space 

¶ Temporary glass stair balustrade screens: create designs to be temporarily applied 

(approximately 5 years) to the glass screens to the link bridge   

¶ Imaginative ideas for designs for secure bicycle racks 

The public art is intended to be meaningfully relevant to the public realm and should be informed by the 

areaôs rich and diverse history and character. Designs could, for example, acknowledge the historic cherry 

market of the site, the local character, its unique and evolving built environment, diverse communities, the 

businesses that shaped it and the sense of community and lifestyle that these activities engendered.  

Materials: The artwork is intended to be permanent (durable for a minimum of 60 years) and of high 

quality. Materials need to be sustainable and require minimum ongoing maintenance. 

 

Other Considerations: The successful artist/team will need to provide concept visualisations to 

illustrate the proposed ideas and to support an application for planning approval. At Stage 3 and prior 

to confirming commissions for public art, Menta will require a structural engineerôs certificate to 

satisfy the Selection Panel that the artwork has been designed and can be constructed and installed in 

accordance with adequate structural standards for public realm use.  
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4. DEVELOPMENT PLANS 

 

Site Plan & Locations for Public Art   

 

 

 

Six HVM Cubes 

Link Bridge with 
Glass Balustrades 

Pocket Park 
HVM Cubes 

Lift from 
South Tower 
plaza level to 
bridge 

Single storey 
brick building, 
lift shaft   
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                                 North & South Elevations 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

                                            

  



8 

 
 
 

 

 

                                          

                                            North Tower 

                                          Stair Abutment 
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                                            South Tower 

                                       Podium Lift Plans 
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Location of Six Hostile Vehicle Management (HVM) Cubes 

 

 

 

Visualisation of Six HVM Cubes 

 

 

 

Six HVM Cubes 


